with 
ithful- 
solved 


oones 
1957, 


which 
get 
hand- 
got 
boys 
was 
They 
but 
the 
story 
love, 


uaded 

The 
nly 
rigade 
covers 
years 
ied 
round 
Cecil 
how- 
story- 


BEST SELLERS 


The Semi-Monthly Book Review 


Published the University Scranton, Scranton, Pennsylvania 


17, No. 


May 1957 


CONTENTS 


Author 


Acheson, Dean 
Anthony, Evelyn 
Ballard, 


Title and Classification Page 

Anne Boleyn 


Beal, John John Foster Dulles; Biography (1) 
Boileau Marcejac The Living and the Dead 
Burgess, Alan The Small Woman (I) 
Campion Stearns Crooks Are Human Too 
Christopher, John Blade Grass 
Chubb, Mary City Sand 
Coppel, Alfred Night Snow (IV) 
Dowdey, Clifford The Great Plantation 
Draskovich, Tito, Moscow’s Trojan Horse 
Eiker, Karl Star Macedon 


Ewen, David American Popular Music 


Faulkner, William The Town 
Fuller, Iola The Gilded Torch 
Haislip, Harvey Sailor Named Jones 
Ham, Roswell Fish Flying Through Air 
Head, Ann Fair With Rain 
Henry, Vera Number 
Kelley, Wellborn Alabama Empire 
Kilpatrick, James The Sovereign States 
Leonard, Richard History Russian Music 


Author 


Longstreet, Stephen 
McGovern, James 


Title and Classification 


The Promoters 
Graham 


Sushila 

Mitchell, Broadhus 
Alexander Hamilton: Youth Maturity 
Moore, Brian The Feast Lupercal 
Panetta, George Viva Madison Avenue! 
Plievier, Theodor Berlin 
Porter, Graham Small Wonder 
Revell, Louisa See Romeand 


Roske Van Doren Lincoln’s Commando 
Speaight, Robert The Life Hilaire Belloc 
Stanley, The Unforgotten 
Steinbeck, John The Short Reign PippinIV 


White, William Citadel 
Williamson, Audrey 

Contemporary Theatre: 1953-1956 
Wyckoff, Nicholas The Braintree Mission 
Pocket Print and Reprint (see article) 


Symbols Classification: Suitable for General Reading. 
Adults Only, because of: Advanced Content and 
Style; Immoral Language Incidents. III. Permissible 
for Discriminating Adults. Not recommended Any 
Class Reader. 


Editor: Grady, Editors: Leonard Wolf, Ph.D.; Eugene Willging. 
Contributing Editors: Helen Butler, Ph.D.; John Coppinger; George Grauel, Ph.D.; Paul Kiniery, Ph.D.; Frank 


O’Gorman, Francis Ullrich, Ph.D. 
Business Manager: Mildred Norton. 


BEST SELLERS published the University Scranton, Scranton, Pennsylvania, the Ist and 15th each month. 


Subscription price: 


4.00; Canadian and Foreign: $4.50. Single Copies, cents. 


Syndicate Subscription, $10.00, gives 


right reprinting classifications and separate reviews, condition that the source acknowledged. second 
class matter, April 16, 1943, the Post Office Scranton, Pennsylvania, under the act March 1879. Copyright, 
1957, the University Scranton. Indexed the Catholic Periodical Index. 


Speaight, Robert Hilaire Belloc 
Farrar, Straus Cudahy. 552p. $6.50. 
Jebb, Eleanor and Reginald Belloc, the Man 


Newman. Mar. 1957. 172p. $3.25. 


some ways Hilaire Belloc was his own worst enemy; 
was always controversy and his pursuit the 
truth was straightforward the point disregarding 
his effect others. hewed the line and regarded 
the scattering chips part the chopper’s fun. 
People were put down him, some way other 
ism were prevent onyone from reading either these 


two new books Belloc. They should both read 


all admirers human greatness. 


true that Belloc’s life was dominated, man’s 
life ought be, his Faith; true that most his 
books ardently and explicitly championed that Faith. 
But people who know this much about Belloc—with, 
perhaps, few half-truths about his historical scholar- 
ship—know almost nothing about one the really 
brilliant minds and compelling personalities the 
twentieth century. Belloc was man many gifts 
and much strength, and was man who could in- 
spire deep personal devotion. His splendid virtues, 


Speaight Jebb Steinbeck 


intellectual and moral, and his human faults are set 
forth clearly and most interestingly Robert Speaight’s 
big biography. this volume the shorter Belloc, the 
Man, written Belloc’s daughter and son-in-law, forms 
suitable companion piece. Where one dispas- 
sionate and searchingly objective biography the other 
tribute, with little essays appreciation Regi- 
nald Jebb and delightfully informal and rather poig- 
nant reminiscences his wife. From the two books 
together comes picture great man whose great- 
ness was not exhausted the written word but who 
formed the center little world where some privi- 
leged people lived very happy lives. 

dare say that there are not many who know the full 
story Belloc, and even his more than five hundred 
well-filled pages Mr. Speaight has not been able 
tell all. has, however, told great deal and told 
well; not one his pages dull, said tribute 
him and his subject. Belloc the distinguished 
student comes life under Mr. Speaight’s touch; 
matter fact, life Oxford the end the nine- 
teenth century beautifully sketched the section 
dealing with Belloc’s undergraduate days. These pages 
should fascinate most American readers because they 
make vivid and intelligible world that really 
foreign us, and strange and charming. Then Belloc 
the historian and Belloc the apologist are naturally 
given their rich due, and always there the dominating 
presence Belloc the man, less intimately known 
Speaight’s book than that the Jebbs, but known 
quite well for all that. 

One great service which Mr. Speaight renders 
show some Belloc’s merit historian. Scorned 
many because refused use footnotes, suspected 
others because fear prejudice, Belloc shown 
here for what was: very good, perhaps great 
historian. had tremendous store knowledge, 
useful knowledge. The pedants who, rightly their 
search for accuracy, single out his comparatively slight 
errors could never have written his books with all their 
essential truth. carried history about with him 
his abundantly stored memory; small wonder that 
his daughter found walking Paris with him en- 
chanting study European civilization. And along 
with some errors detail there are his works some 
astonishing accuracies based wealth casual 
reading and lot meticulous research. His output 
amazing; and, view it, his accuracy. 
Belloc’s faith, Mr. Speaight portrays it, was strong 
and, from the time his marriage, unswerving. 
was his wife who reopened his mind the beauties 
his religion. But the affective life the spirit 
scarcely touched him. For him the hurch was divine 
institution with whose mission and history was 
thoroughly familiar. knew its truth objectively and 
logically, knew its importance for men; but had 
little sensible relish devotion. lived the Faith 
almost entirely the light the intellect, acknowl- 
edging but not sensing the grace within him and not 
fully aware that the warmth all around him was not 
purely human. recognized the Church the re- 
pository divine revelation and gave the loyalty 
his logical mind and the effective service his pen. 


Both these books go, necessarily perhaps, back over 
the well-trodden ground the Marconi case. Mr. 


Best 


Speaight somewhat partial the ministers, Mr. Jebb 
shows some natural partiality the New Witness 
group. unfortunate that some the principals 
the case happened Jews because Belloc had 
already, with his penchant for generalizing about racial 
characteristics, incurred suspicion anti-Semitism. 
Actually the affair was far from discreditable Belloc 
and his campaign for less secrecy about the finances 
politicians was laudable one; besides, had too 
broad and complex mind simply anti-Semitic 
(it amusing note that Mr. Jebb unworldly 
enough say that some Mr. Belloc’s best friends 
were Jews). But since Belloc had strong feeling 
esprit about the Catholic minority might 
have been expected enter into the minds that 
other persecuted minority, the Jews, and should 
have seen how they feared any word thing that could 
add the formidable arsenal their adversaries. 
was not adept getting inside the minds others. 


Mr. Speaight’s biography admittedly incomplete. 
indicative Belloc’s stature that all these interesting 
pages still leave much unsaid. Relations with family 
and friends are adumbrated rather than detailed. 
Mr. Speaight says, the space alloted him was simply 
not sufficient for any more. Within his control, how- 
ever, are some few defects which should have been 
eliminated. There are adversative clauses with 
word introduction indicate their nature, and ad- 
versative words which not introduce corresponding 
clauses. And there are few allusions which will seem 
most esoteric, perhaps unintelligible, American 
readers. Moreover, his objectivity, Mr. Speaight 
sometimes leans over backwards and gives Belloc less 
credit than deserves. These are, however, small 
blemishes splendid job. 


Mr. and Mrs. Jebb deserve heartfelt thanks for inti- 
mate portrait lovable, formidable man. Notably, 
Mrs. Jebb has just passing done efficiently something 
that wanted doing: she has shown what lay the basis 
one her.father’s peculiar traits, his apparent rude- 
ness that flashed out occasionally. All three have done 
well their subject: man who had human faults, 
but who had great courage, great intelligence, and great 


eloquence. 
William Hill, 
Wernersville, Pennsylvania 
Steinbeck, John 


The Short Reign Pippin IV: Fabrication 
Viking. 188p. $3.00. 


(Book-of-the-Month Club—May 


Mr. John Steinbeck labels this work 
which seems unnecessary piece information. 
French politics has long been fertile garden for the 
parodist, and although Steinbeck has not labored long 
this corner the literary field has produced 
bright, witty, and often, funny little book. 


Pippin Arnulf his wife, Marie, 
daughter, Clotilde, live comfortably converted 
coach house short block from the Champs Elysées. 
Pippin, amateur astronomer, spends his nights atop 
his roof scouring the heavens for stray comets. was 
thus agreeably engaged when word was brought that 
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the French National Assembly had voted restore the 
monarchy and that he, Pippin descendant 
Pippin the Short, who died 768, was elected accla- 
mation King France with the title Pippin IV. 


first Pippin declined this great honor; but length 
was prevailed upon accept. Uncle Charlie Mar- 
tel, dealer bogus works art, showed him that 
must submit the will the people. 


“In the first place you will told that France needs 
you. one has ever been able resist such sug- 
gestion, here elsewhere. Let man, old, sick, stupid, 
tired, cynical, wise, even dangerous the future his 
country told that his country needs him and him 
alone, and will respond even though must 
carried the rostrum stretcher and take the oath 
and Extreme Unction simultaneously.” 


The King business Pippin thought great bore. The 
Palace Versailles was drafty. had privacy 
and time for his telescope. Occasionally man- 
aged slip away his motor scooter but such oppor- 
tunities were all too rare. Finally the King saw 
chance depose himself. ordered program 
social reform drastic that the Assembly promptly 
voted down the monarchy and restored the Republic. 
Pippin barely escaped the guillotine. But all ends hap- 
pily for him. and Marie return the coach house. 
Clotilde married American whose father was the 
Egg King California. 


It’s all good fun—or nearly all. The character 
Sister Hyacinthe will probably offend many readers. 
After twenty years the chorus the Folies Bérgére 
Suzanne wanted rest her feet. Accordingly she en- 
tered contemplative order “which demanded great 
deal sitting down.” Sister Hyacinthe she did 
little more than contemplate her fallen arches. King 
Pippin frequently sought her advice, and indeed such 
counsel she gave owed more her life the chorus 
than her life the cloister. 


all events readers Steinbeck’s earthy novels will 
doubt pleased with this piece political satire. 


Wyckoff, Nicholas The Braintree Mission 
Macmillan. Apr. 16,1957. 184p. $3.50. 


(Book-of-the-Month Club—May 


Braintree was the county seat John Adams, lawyer 
and prominent member the patriotic party the 
Massachusetts Bay colony. was who, with Josiah 
Quincy, defended the Superior Court Boston the 
eight British soldiers charged with murder for having 
the fifth day March, the year 1770, fired their 
muskets into threatening crowd Boston citizens. 
Five men were killed and several were wounded 
what has come called the Boston Massacre. 
Adams won acquittal for six the troopers. Two 
were found guilty manslaughter, but upon pleading 
benefit clergy they were sentenced burned 
the hand and then released. 

interested spectator the trial was Edward Hum- 
bird, sixth Earl Hemynge. the behest Lord 
North, the Prime Minister, this British peer had come 
the Massachusetts Bay put into effect plan de- 


Wyckoff Moore 


signed conciliate His Majesty’s North American sub- 
jects. The plan involved the establishment North 
American peerage. Lord Hemynge was select 
leader the Patriot party who had held Crown 
offices and who could relied not make show 
himself the House Lords. was understood 
earldom would granted suitable candi- 
ate. 

Lord Hemynge decided that John Adams was his man. 
But John Adams was not his man. The Boston lawyer 
was angered the proposal and would have shown 
scant courtesy the belted and powdered peer but for 
the intervention Mrs. Adams who persuaded her 
husband give least polite refusal. 

Back home England Lord Hemynge discovered that 
the policy had been abandoned anyway and that 
might have spared himself the rigors the journey. 


This the material Mr. Wyckoff has woven into his 
first novel. And shapely little work is. The Book- 
of-the-Month Club has called The Braintree Mission 
brilliant piece historical guesswork” and suggests 
that had such plan been advanced the eve the 
Revolution the course history might have been 
altered. But does not appear that Mr. Wyckoff 
entertains any such views. William Pitt, when apprised 
the plan buy off the American patriots with peer- 
ages, thought the proposal came too late. John Adams 
thought too late and too little. was certain that 
the colonists would repudiate any new-made lord who 
pretended represent them the British Parliament. 
Admitting that offer representation made five 
years earlier would have been eagerly accepted, Adams 
declared that 1770 the majority his countrymen 
thought longer “practicable.” When this opinion 
was reported Pitt, the Great Commoner was moved 
say Adams: “It certain, now, that will leave 
the ranks the merely liberty-loving men. will 
become fighter for freedom. will become—alto- 
gether dangerous!” 


Although limited perspective The Braintree Mission 
work considerable merit and heartily recom- 
mended all readers. 
James McDonough, 
St. John College, 
Cleveland 14, Ohio 


Moore, Brian The Feast Lupercal 
Atlantic-Little, Brown. 246p. $3.75. 
Brian Moore derives the title for his second novel from 
the ancient Roman purificatory rites associated with 
the god fertility. labels, however, story mod- 
ern Ireland that completely absorbing for its tragi- 
comic hero’s efforts rise out his own sense 
inadequacy. 


Diarmid Devine instructor St. Michan’s Col- 
lege Belfast. thirty-seven still timid, in- 
troverted bachelor whose humdrum life 
emotional yearnings leave even himself wondering 
whether the bantering about his masculinity friends 
and pupils alike does not have basis fact. When 
Una Clarke arrives, however, Dev finds sudden release 
from his loneliness and inhibitions. 


The Protestant niece Dev’s colleague Tim Heron, 
Una young, lively, attractive, and the rebound 
from affair with married man Dublin. Her 
initial friendliness toward Dev privately coaches 
her for dramatic role quickly grows into reciprocally 
warm relationship. With new boldness Dev defies 
the gossip occasioned his dancing lessons, new 
clothes, and frequent visits with Una. 


One evening’s celebration climaxes with some drinks 
Dev’s room. Una offers herself him, but the 
very brink acceptance Dev retreats from the carnal 
fulfillment his new virility. Revulsion realization 
Una’s virginity and the real nature his imminent 
act replaces all the anticipatory relish his sacred 
daydreams. 


The aftermath brings painful exposure both them, 
and Dev’s refusal concoct excusing evasion her 
behalf confirms Una her subsequent scorn for him. 
Tim and Dev have violent fight over the affair, which 
Father McSwiney, the dean, attempts exploit his 
own advantage. Father Keogh, the kindly and sage 
old president, however, thwarts these designs, patches 
the quarrel, and makes possible Dev’s return his 
old routine. the course this crisis Dev shows 
courageous manliness far greater than acceptance his 
disrobed opportunity with Una would have afforded. 


That Dev’s old life best for him, moreover, con- 
firmed when Una, about return Dublin, asks him 
meet her for going-away drink. Regarding him 
foolish, wondering what she ever saw him, she 
has intention keeping the appointment; but vainly 
she wants test her control over him. Dev accedes, 
but outward acceptance only; inwardly sees 
Una’s shallowness, and this perception reinforces his 
feeling that the flogging Tim gave him has been his 
Lupercalian expiation. 


Dev, course, the whole story. The narration, 
pleasantly colloquial and good-humored, done large- 
from within his mind. The central interest the 
psychological conflict between his staid, habitual con- 
servatism and new life that seemed irresistibly tempt- 
ing contemplation but coarse and cheap its sudden 
bility Dev’s carrying imputative overtones national 
sterility. Such view, though, involves two violences 
Moore’s conception: makes Dev symbol his 
milieu that scarcely reconcilable with his individual- 
even though lovably exasperating, oddities; and 
sets the protagonist wholly false, because wholly 
immoral, kind test for any unsympathetic judgment 
his action. One emerges from study Dev with 
warm kindliness rather than sense purgatory 
existence. 


incidental value enjoyable picture schooling 
Ireland, where stern discipline and thorough tradi- 
tionalism have not been replaced pupil reference 
and vocationalism. Moore’s whole visit the Lupercal 
should satisfying experience for adults discerning 
enough find literature searching moral judgment 
human affairs. 

George Grauel, 

John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 
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Plievier, Theodor 
Doubleday. Apr. 24,1957. 446p. $4.50. 


The action this novel occurs between 1945 and 1953, 
the beginnnig the story Berlin under attack 
from daily air raids and the booming the Stalin 
Organs. The German forces are being wiped out 
captured; the people are depressed, and there chaos 
and confusion amid the rubble that the German 
capital city. Finally even Hitler and Goebbels 
Hitler and Eva Braun marry and almost immediately 
their deaths. The Russians push into the main 
heart the city and plunder, rape and pillage. Berlin 
becomes witches’ cauldron. The Russians form the 
German citizens into work brigades help clean 
the city. When the principal streets are clear for 
transportation, the Russians either ship most the 
German people the East for slave labor, else they 
use the Germans help them dismantle German fac- 
tories and machine shops which are transported 
Russia. All these happenings and scenes are wit- 
nessed number characters various parts 
Berlin. The principal figures who watch and describe 
are: Colonel Zecke, Lieutenant Spliige, Captain 
Boehlke, Sergeant-Major Loose, Dr. Linth, and Dr. 
Theysen. All these figures are German. The author 
less interested them personally than hav- 
ing them portray Berlin—Berlin all its disintegration 
and catastrophe. There are many other individuals 
who enter the story for time, but Berlin itself the 
center the stage. 


the latter third the novel the author focuses his 
attention Germany under the Russian occupation 
troops. The Russians appoint German, Dr. Paul, 
President the province Thuringia. Paul 
helpless against the plunderings, crimes, and murders 
the occupation army. The Russians loot the banks, 
“purchase homes, shops, and valuable property with 
worthless money, and limit German land-holdings 
increase starvation. The huge Zeiss Optical Glass 
Works Jena, basic the stable economy Thurin- 
gia, dismantled and sent Russia. Even the less 
workers are sent Russia. The time comes when 
Dr. Paul’s position untenable, and despite the “big 
brother” system, manages escape the West. 


the last section the book Colonel Zecke and Ser- 
geant-Major Loose are found prisoners camp 
Russia. They are being prepared return Germany 
order propagate Communism. They are simply 
two the many Germans being indoctrinated. This 
part the novel featured lengthy discussions 
political philosophy and history Zecke and Russian 
Major-General Yegorov. Both Loose and Zecke return 
Berlin, but Loose killed anti-Russian 
stration the Eastern zone Berlin, while Zecke 
escapes with the assistance Yegorov. Berlin remains 
balance which system being weighed, 
which the truth and the falsehood Communism will 
measured.” 


Berlin impressive novel, huge its proportions 
and epic its grandeur. Its kaleidoscopic perception 
and sweep superlative. begins slowly; the first 
hundred pages are not indicative the power come, 
but when the Russians near the outskirts Berlin, 
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Plievier’s scenes and style rise intense pitch, which 
sustains the very end. difficult imagine 
clearer, more thorough, more vigorous, and more inter- 
esting picture Berlin’s fall and the ensuing occupa- 
tion. While primarily descriptive, this novel 
not simply catalogue sights; there considerable 
thought and meditation. There also love—love 
people, love truth, love honor, and love jus- 
tice. Above all, or, perhaps, more accurately, embrac- 
ing all, there love city—a city condemned, but 
“the condemned did not accept the judgment”; city 
deceased, but “the deceased did not acknowledge his 
death.” 


the dust-jacket this book Berlin called mag- 
nificent novel.” The advertising correct. “Magnifi- 
cent” the appropriate adjective. 


Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 


Anthony, Evelyn Anne Boleyn 


Crowell. Apr. 22,1957. 310p. $3.95. 
(Literary Guild Choice—May 


The story Anne Boleyn and Henry Tudor has about 
the fascination horror, akin what felt 
quarter century ago when madman was discovered 
directing the resurgent and explosive energies 
embittered Germany. Henry ruled the 
Thames earlier moment crisis the history 
the Western world. Heresy within was destroying the 
unity Christendom and Islam was attacking from 
without. Anne and Henry were fated play large 
role that crisis and both were disastrously inade- 
quate. For they were prey the subversive forces 
concupiscence within. 


Miss Anthony skillful setting the scene and de- 
scribing their fateful dalliance. her account, Henry 
was out his wits with infatuation. For him, Anne 
was the beckoning fair one, the tinder his inflated 
passion. The betrayer Anne was enormous am- 
bition. Cold and scheming, she manipulated the King’s 
blind passion with detached insolence until after seven 
long years she was assured victory. was short- 
lived. For when last the wind lust abated, Henry 
opened his eyes and surveyed the ruins. Some the 
best men his realm were dead; the common people 
hated their new Queen; the Church was schism; 
and was still without heir. That royal survey 
was Anne’s downfall. 


Miss Anthony has obviously made sincere effort 
keep the peace with historians. Catholic will bridle 
little except the statement that the last analysis 
the Pope refused annul Catherine’s marriage solely 
for political reasons. The plot worked out with skill, 
but the style undistinguished. There are several 
vivid scenes and, historical novel for popular con- 
sumption adults, the book has its value enter- 


tainment. 
William Walsh, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Anthony McGovern 


McGovern, James Ruined Castles 
Putnam. Apr. 19,1957. 287p. $3.75. 


Written man who was with the State Department 
Germany for three years, Ruined Castles con- 
tinues the seemingly endless list novels about the 
prolonged after-effects World War II. What emerges 
from its telling not only entertaining story, but 
the same time enlightening account the con- 
fusion and complexity surrounding our policy and pro- 
gram Germany. Yet for all the underlying sharp- 
ness its criticism, handled with good taste and 
sincerity without any apparent vindictiveness the 
pen its author. 


Edward Downey, out the Bronx way the 
Georgetown School Foreign Service, only twenty- 
four when takes leave his fiancee Scarsdale 
and takes over County Resident Officer the Lower 
Franconian town Crellenbach. Ignorant the lan- 
guage, completely dependent upon Maria Bretzin, 
war widow from the North German city Stettin, 
who acts his secretary. (Are you ahead the 
reviewer?) Downey are Father Machtha- 
ber, pastor St. Kilian’s Church, Mayor Naumann, 
and Herr Gunsdorf, sole owner the local vineyards 
this farming community where viniculture the 
main industry. the three only the last named evi- 
dences openly wholehearted friendly acceptance 
this “sole representative the world’s greatest power.” 
And the part this beefy widower such admiration 
for our country springs from his habitual ogling the 
alluring photographs pin-ups our more revealing 
picture magazines. 


Idealistic the core, Downey, before long, realizes that 
pitted against centuries tradition and that mere 
book knowledge and high-flown title are weak pre- 
parations for implementing his job. quite realis- 
tic, what was his Here was the only American 
this whole town, and did anyone really and truth- 
fully know what was supposed took 
some time, but eventually came recognize his 
own limitations when realized that the priest and 
the mayor were more understanding and sympathetic 
than their outward manner would seem indicate. 


Interwined with his official position the gradual in- 
terest shown Maria, (an unexpected visit from his 
fiancee would the turning point), which, after the 
usual idyllic night, culminated the avowal un- 
dying love. Only then does learn that there 
little son fathered some now-forgotten G.I. Add 
that the sudden appearance from Russian prison 
camp supposedly dead husband, who immediately 
demands divorce when learns his wife’s child. 
Such involvement for man Ed’s position does not 
stand well official circles, and when opposes, with 
the people Crellenbach, the proposed building 
airfield this region, the only avenue open him 
resignation from the service. 


Perchance bit overdrawn, there just 
that this picture comes closer the truth than are 
apt imagine. least all the ingredients would seem 
have slightly familiar ring. Some might not take 
kindly the author’s treatment the priest, (and 
everything does seem cast him bad light), but 


Kelley 


his true position cannot fully appreciated the role 
the priest predominantly Catholic rural region 
Germany not understood. For all that, the author 
has drawn vivid picture this community, and 
one vaguely acquainted with the country each one 
his characters and scenes seems strangely real. Earthy 
its approach and casually accepting the immoral 
aspects the romantic element, Ruined Castles 
somewhat better than the usual run the mill, but 
must naturally restricted discriminating audi- 
ence. 

Francis Ullrich, Ph.D., 

Manhattan College, 


New York 71, New York 
Kelley, Welbourn Alabama Empire 
Rinehart. Apr. 15,1957. 503p. $5.00. 


Evidently Welbourn Kelley decided that was time 
for someone write and sell long and lusty historical 
novel, preferably one revolving about physician. The 
result Alabama Empire. Not intended for the high 
school college library, will take the leisurely adult 
who wishes read back New York City 1789. 
Dr. John Adam Fyfe, graduate the University 
Edinburgh and more recently ship’s doctor the 
British navy, arrived New York May 1789, 
with the expectation establishing himself phy- 
sician what was then the capital the infant repub- 
lic. This was much easier planned than executed. 
fact, this book 503 pages was required chronicle 
the activities Dr. Fyfe proceeded make him- 
self integral part the new nation. More things 
happened the doctor than should have happened 
normally dozen men. the one hand, was 
tion performed President Washington; the other 
hand, was thrown into debtors’ prison. another 
occasion was nearly killed mob because was 
believed that had dug recently buried young 
woman and was about dissect her. Meanwhile Dr. 
Fyfe became involved with Colonel William Bowles, 
who had fought for the British during the Revolution- 
ary War. also became involved with Annalie, who 
posed for some time Bowles’ sister, although she was 
actually woman who believed herself love with 
Bowles, did many other women New York. When 
Dr. Fyfe learned the true relationship between Bowles 
and Annalie, the basis was laid for the bitter jealousy 
that subsequently divided the two men. 


The title indicates that the action the novel 
means limited New York. the request Presi- 
dent Washington, Dr. Fyfe indicated willingness 
visit Alexander McGillivray, the leader the Creek 
Indians and man desperately need good medical 
attention. After hectic experiences the Creek Na- 
tion, area eighty thousand square miles lying 
north the Gulf Mexico, between Mobile and the 
peninsula Florida and extending northward the 
Tennessee River Dr. Fyfe returned east. then be- 
came involved the fight against yellow fever that 
was raging Philadelphia the summer 1793. 
There much medical lore the pages the book 
well plain speaking, some which seems unneces- 


Best 


sary. Its length will perhaps deter many readers from 
starting and others from finishing it. 


Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 


Graham Sushila 


Putnam. Apr. 26,1957. 315p. $3.95. 

The Indian reading public will like Sushila better 
than they liked Bhowani Junction. But fewer them 
will read it. the jacket blurb states, Sushila was 
strange child; even from her conception the Spring 
Harding was named President, her birth February 
18, 1921. can forgive Englishman for being 
unfamiliar with American History, but the publisher 
might have caught that one. 


From Chapter one, which post-mortem Sushila’s 
two closest lovers and admirers, one led expect 
great novel, the story provocative, creative 
artist, charming, stimulating woman. The hope 
furthered when learn that Sushila’s mother 
beautiful New England girl, Barbara Fawcett, who 
marries high caste Indian student, Ashok Sikri. They 
India where Sushila born. Born the early 
think the hectic years that lie ahead: 
strife torn, suffering India from the ’20’s final inde- 
pendence 1947. 


Sushila lived through all these years, but the author 
chooses neglect them, though physically de- 
scribes all India from Bombay Simla Calcutta 
Madurai and back, with stops several way-stations. 
That his privilege, sure. But believe 
thereby missed the chance write truly great novel. 
The material there. 


How Sushila could have been brought the house- 
hold her Hindu paternal grandmother,—the grand- 
mother the matriarch who rules the 
family,—and still neither Christian nor Hindu, 
hard understand. How she could have been 
genius painter while still her teens, after only 
year two instruction under apparently mediocre 
artist equally difficult. When her first exhibition 
was taken apart the critics, Sushila seeks dissolve 
“all the toil and disappointment” the arms 
Rajendra Kamat, artist old enough her father. 


While Calcutta, where her Uncle Gopi arranges 
fairly successful show, she visits the English cemetery. 
She moved Landor’s inscription Rose Aylmer’s 
tombstone and suddenly decides “the 
her body would longer denied.” she 
nags her parents until she gets permission come 
the States. However, Rajendra takes her off the boat 
via the pilot boat Bombay harbor. They South 
India, live together for some time, until Rajendra sug- 
gests marriage and begins act like husband. Then 
she slashes him with her pallet knife and returns home 
Mummy. 


Soon discovered that she has tuberculosis. Eventu- 
aly she returns her beloved High Himalaya where 
she throws herself into her painting with renewed vigor, 
only die prematurely like Mercutio. Like 
peare, the author has other choice. Let hope 
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that the motion picture industry interested 
Sushila, they will not boot the ending around they 
did Bhowani Junction. 


Perhaps the frequent use Hindu and Urdu expres- 
sions, though the author explains many them, may 
discourage American readers. glossary might help. 
Peculiarly enough the author nowhere uses two ex- 
pressions Europeans learn quickly and both Indians 
and Europeans use frequently, achchha (good) and 
thik hai (O.K.). Perhaps just well. One 
hardly convinced that this self-centered, self-indulgent, 
tempestuous witch can “powerful voice setting 
down with certainty the exciting face the new India 
the first painter who has successfully fused Eastern 
modes with Western techniques and who has absorbed 
and restated the glories Ajanta.” 


The jacket designer should know that very few the 
people India are cross-eyed have everted lips. 


John Holland, 


University Scranton 


Fuller, Iola The Gilded Torch 
Putnam. Apr. 19, 1957. 343p. $4.00. 


The center and spirit The Gilded Torch the Sieur 
Salle, first builder ships navigate the Great 
Lakes, first explorer the whole 
founder the Louisiana Territory for the “sun King,” 
roi soleil, Louis XIV. Set this athletic figure the 
New World before the contrasting backgrounds 
Versailles the turning point its splendor and the 
hard, elemental living Fort Frontenac and Michili- 
mackinac. Add the portrait the subtle chiaroscuros 
court intrigue and Jesuit jealousies and double-deal- 
ings, plus the adventurous color tones Illinois, Iro- 
quois and Miami, and the historical novel almost writes 
itself. 


Miss Fuller makes excellent use this rich material. 
She introduces romance through the twin sons the 
Marquis Lorennes, Victor and Marc. They are 
handsome and elegant, swordsmen and courtiers, pupils 
D’Artagnan, ideal for their parts the story. Victor 
carries the sword D’Artagnan, captain the King’s 
guards. Marc, not flashy Victor, shows more sta- 
bility his service the King. Both join Salle, 
Marc willingly, but Victor direct command the 
King serve spy Salle’s intentions. Victor 
would much rather stay behind pursue his cause 
with Angélique, blossoming court favorite, but Marc 
wants because senses that the New World, 
will find himself, new dignity new fredom far 
from the superficial formalities life the court. 


Before the brothers leave France, the reader meets the 
abundant Madame Montespan and given in- 
sight into her losing struggle against the less obvious 
but more powerful attractions Madame Mainte- 
non. The reader also encounters Pére Chaise, the 
King’s Jesuit confessor, greyest Huxley’s grey emi- 
nences who eventually turns the gay colorful life 
Versailles into sombre and dismal existence pre- 
tended prayer. Chaise’s influence projects itself 
across the sea Québec and Montreal where the 
Jesuit missioners carry subversive campaign against 


Fuller Gilbert 


Salle and against their colleagues, the Recollet 
fathers. The Jesuits are forbidden trade furs but 
indulge largely the use broad mental reserva- 
tions. They set spy systems and devote themselves 
solely the control every aspect life New 
France. 


Salle tries reason with his Jesuit enemies but 
fails. His personality however, comes dominate the 
novel virtue its unfailing courage and perseverance 
the face the most impossible obstacles. fact, 
one the finest qualities The Golden Torch its 
ability convey the sense the expedition’s over- 
whelming hardships and the undaunted determination 
its leader. Nor Salle portrayed perfect. 
was not genius. continually divided his men, 
trusted the obviously deceitful, wasted energy and man- 
power sending men here and there often pur- 
pose. But what gives him the stature true hero 
the indomitable sense mission which overcame 
his own shortcomings the face hunger, desertion, 


cold and death. 


Modern historians seem more inclined treat the 
Jesuit villainy theory that somewhat exaggerated 
and somewhat passé. Delenguez’ Some Salle Stories 
makes almost violent attack the theory but most 
historians seem feel that the proper balance lies 
somewhere between the two extremes. 


any case, The Gilden Torch makes fine reading 
the historical novel and suitable for those readers 
who enjoy this kind writing. 


Fordham University, 
New York City, New York 


Gilbert, Edwin 
Lippincott. May 1,1957. 509p. $4.95. 


Glenway the lavish four thousand acre estate the 
Gowden family. Glenway—or Silver Spoon Hill, 
They have obtained their wealth from real estate hold- 
ings originally secured their ancestors “robber 
baron” fashion. Horace Gowden, Senior, continues 
strict wealthy-parsimonious poilcy, which reflected 
such tactics charging maximum rents for tenement 
rooms slum areas and having printed cards the 
bathrooms the main Glenway mansion which remind 
that the lights should turned out when leaving. 
While the Senior Gowden the actual head the 
company, has his son, Horace, most the 
administrative dealings. John, the younger son, not 
interested business. Although his early 
thirties, boyish, shy, inarticulate individual who 
principally interested restoring nearby Chaddford, 
Connecticut its Colonial condition. 


Silver Spoon 


order photograph the family for Enterprise maga- 
zine, young divorcée, Grace Anders, comes Glen- 
way. She and John become interested each other, 
and for time they believe they are love. Near the 
end the novel, however, appears that Grace will 
return her former husband, Scott Ramsay, and that 
John will marry Bettina Gowden, who divorcing 
John’s first cousin, Everett Gowden. Although Grace 


and John not marry, their influence each other 
considerable, and she forces him realize that 
has humanitarian duty regard Gowden Realty. 
Thus, when John’s older brother dies, chosen 
direct the company, even though vehemently 
opposed number the other Gowdens and the 
Senior Gowden factotum, Leonard Fole. John dedi- 
cates Gowden Realty altruism, and Fole, basic 
symbol the old order, killed while saving the Senior 
Gowden’s life during hurricane. There are num- 
ber other subplots the novel; for example, the 
author concerns himself with Madeline Gowden’s infi- 
but the main theme the reformation 
Gowden Realty. 


This novel unsuccesful for several reasons. For one 
thing the book too contrived. Very early the 
narrative quite obvious that John Gowden will be- 
come president the company and that will effect 
number liberal and humanitarian changes. 
know that Horace, John’s older brother, must die 
incapacitated before John can assume control. time 
Horace obliges dying. This just one number 
instances where the plot very predictable. 


addition, some the principal characters are not 
consistently believable. Horace Senior, 
changes from arch-conservative business matters 
understanding defender liberal innovation. 
Bettina Gowden decides her maried life too stultify- 
ing and applies for divorce. The author attempts 
make Leonard Fole into Frankenstein; yet aside from 
Fole’s attempt blackmail near the end, which justi- 
fied narratively, the only blemish his character 
that reads pornographic books private. This habit 
supposed qualify him for the béte-noire role. Yet, 
while are repelled the unsavoryness Fole 
looking his sex pictures, are admire or, least, 
condone John Gowden’s fornication and Madeline 
Gowden’s adulteries? far worse think evil 
sexual matters than evil: least that the 
implication from Géilbert’s handling. One quite 
prepared believe the transformations Gowden 
Senior and Bettina but not from the way the author 
presents these character changes. Also, Fole in- 
tended monster, but Gilbert’s portrayal him 
does not convey this impression very strongly. 


Again, this novel extremely long-winded. Much 
the conversation and description padding; slows 
the narrative and dulls reader interest. The prolixity, 
times, makes James Fenimore Cooper seem like 
laconic writer. The style and insights are pedestrian. 
Marquand and dramatist Philip Barry, for example, 
are very, very much superior describing the foibles 
and mores the silver spoon set. Basically, this book 
write professional novel. 


Paul Doyle, Ph.D. 
Ham, Roswell Fish Flying Through Air 
Putnam. Apr. 29,1957. 311p. $3.95. 


This rambunctious tale the adventures Charlie 
Baxter and George McGough from prep-school through 
three stumbling years Yale and thence into World 


Ham Faulkner 
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War Two volunteers with the Royal Canadian Air 
Force London and thereafter into somewhat 
middle-age present New York and 
suburban Connecticut might, with some reservations 
dubbed pico-risqué novel. more plainspoken 
expression opinion would rate perilously close 
the brand petty pornography that titillates the upper- 
middle-class matrons who form least sixty percent 
the consumers this sort fiction. Afternoon hen- 
parties and cocktail gatherings for the month May 
will tinkle and bray with leering interrogatories and 
giggling declarations, such as, “Did you get page 
yet? you hit that!” and “You know who 
that one, you know, his twin sister, reminds of?” 
“Oh, no. She’s more like that one London, you 
“Of course, it’s not down-to-earth 
Potomac Pigsty, didja read that one? 


The silly title tied incident early the tale 
which Charlie, yet unaccepted the adolescent 
hoodlums Hawley School, goes fishing Spring 
holiday, lands brown trout and rescues the head- 
master’s son, George, from swampy mud. This, for 
perceptible rational motive, symbolizes the close at- 
tachment that grows between the two, well as, 
presumably, their wartime careers. Both are, certainly, 
fish from ordinary kettle. That will have the 
author’s line defense when accused out- 
raged Yalemen besmirching the Eli Blue which 
they’re and true. You see, both Charlie and 
George, George first foolishly followed the com- 
placent are such muckers that they are ex- 
pelled (George) and suspended (Charlie) just before 
the end their third year for outrage committed upon 
the sacrosanct tradition Tag Day, culmination 
long series idiocies and drunken pranks. George 
the leader; Charlie supplies necessary funds. Charlie 
almost charitably tolerant the flagrant immorali- 
ties his friend and, after his more restrained fashion, 
imitates them. 


Anyone who takes this half sophomoric, half-sophisti- 
cate spindrift sex and silliness seriously will surely 
shun prep schools such Hawley and, possibly, such 
colleges Yale proper places for the education 
their offspring into adulthood. George and Charlie 
emerge retarded adolescents; and good number 
their associates are more mature until the last 
few pages, when their change-of-attitude simply in- 
credible. Mr. Ham, and his editors, should advised 
that whoring boring most adult and intelligent 
readers. 


Faulkner, William The Town 
Random House. May 371p. $3.95. 
Everywhere you look about Yoknapatawpha County, 
there moon shining over shacks and 
banks and district courts—and you mean you) 
der why the Snopes are Snopes and South South, 
where mules turn loose and dash away, widows fret 
while houses burn, and Flem (catarrh trouble)—he’s 
one the Snopes (and who doesn’t know the Snopes 
—or Snopeses?) seems get his way into the real 
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Jefferson way life (Mississippi, that is), which 
manner speaking about what you haven’t much time 
for, you have veneration for Nobel prizes and 
what Flem his-self says might—and you never can tell, 
that is, you are person not knowing what you are 
coming against, especially when cotillion ball 
swing and the florist shop out flowers—how 
did this sentence matter, the board alder- 
men will come with dark rooms, post cards, and 
ferson mah town, and Jefferson’s mah destination, 
end the line, baby doll. 


Yes, suh, you Southerner you ain’t? you 
Flem (cal Gavin, I’m Stevens; Flem Snope), 
whose tribe increases daily, whether tents out, 
but there are flaps where messages come into directors 
whose purpose detect what the words mean 
language, unlike this chap Beckett whose world 
bucket, ash cans, forget which, how can the char- 
acters (Sam, meet Bill) get together except Yokna- 
patawpha County? home. “Because 
missed it. missed chapter 
nine complete. 


You see? This Faulkner’s problem, revivify the 
saga the Snopes whose chronicle introduced 
Sartoris (1929) and continued The Hamlet (1940). 
So, The Hamlet and The Town and The Mansion 
(forthcoming) will trilogy about the Snopes, who 
not only exploit the community but each other well, 


who contrive undermine the South with bad man- 
ners along with guile; and, way, they take over 
America. 


There plot, but what the book series 
picaresque chapters which don’t necessarily tie together. 
Will Flem Snopes send Linda away from Jefferson 
Did you hear about the Riddell boys having 
polio? Don’t miss chapter nineteen. Sweet Linda, are 
you Try marry Flem. Try! Rat- 
lif, Uncle Gavin, Montgomery Ward, Mayor Spain, 
and many others plod their tiresome way through this 
tiring chronicle. All that they the utmost im- 
portance the narrator who thrives the slimmest 
morsel gossip that Jefferson hears. Faulkner should 
have titled his book Snopeslore, term uses once 
the course the narrative. Too many demands are 
made the reader who too often allowed remain 
the dark. Presuming that the reader knows what 
talking about, the narrator goes off too many 
tangents, smalltown people who are gabbers often 
do, that clarity lost and interest dwindles. 


Amid the chaff, there are some golden grains: “the lean 
umbilicus bare livelihood”; “born generation too 
soon, would have been acclamation ordained 
high priest that new national religious cult Cheese- 
cake translated still alive the Harlows and Grables 
and Monroes into the hierarchy American cheru- 
monument only says least got this far 
while footprint says This where was when 
moved again”; “there’s always somebody handy after- 
ward prove their foresight your hindsight.” 
general, however, Faulkner has mastered the art 


Porter Panetta 


writing much without saying anything worthwhile, and 
for that reason this book will appeal only dyed-in-the- 
buckram Faulkner fans. 

Arthur MacGillivray, 

Boston College, 

Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Porter, Graham Small Wonder 
Macmillan. Apr. 16,1957. 205p. $3.50. 


Before rush into the obvious temptation ascribing 
this novel any qualities implied its title, let 
hastily proclaim that the real Small Wonder six- 
pound, eight-ounce little Cassandra Templeton. Cassi, 
sure, does not make her appearance until reach 
page 182, but until that time she the cause all the 
excitement and innocent foil for witty pen and 
some mighty broad humor. Like her parents, the 
reader has been expecting Cassi since that night some 
twelve months earlier, when Elaine Templeton, smiling 
into her husband’s face, whispered try for baby.” 
After all, Philip young executive-to-be with in- 
vestment brokerage firm, and you would not expect 
his very wife less business-like 
this matter beginning family. Now that they have 
house, Philip has received raise, bills are scarcely 
month old, and “simply everybody” has started hav- 
ing babies, why shouldn’t the Templetons undertake 
this next project? 

Having set his readers back their proverbial ears with 
this forthright, shock-them-into-laughter approach 
the prime purpose married life, Mr. Porter literally 
knocks himself out trying funny and coy about the 
program followed and difficulties encountered until 
Elaine becomes pregnant. Only then does wipe the 
smirk off his face and add his own hardly original con- 
tributions the humorists’ picture the harried and 
not nimble-witted expectant father. turn, Philip 
loses sleep trying cope with Elaine’s imaginary aches, 
pains and unexpected, wierd requests. bewild- 
ered the cost preparing for this great event, and 
soon finds himself the outside wife and mother- 
in-law wrestle with the momentous problem name. 


All this, naturally enough, makes for some chuckle- 
some situations, and ordinary human being can fail 
appreciate these taken-for-granted lighter aspects 
expectant parenthood. But the author lacks the subtle 
touch the master humorist. Good, wholesome humor 
excites the risibilities, but bluntness shocks and sly in- 
nuendoes are apt provoke nothing but embarrassed 
smiles. Unimpresionable minds can probably take all 
this sort thing stride. Furthermore, the adult 
reader will probably see the Small Wonder, not 
subtle, amicable satire American Mid-Century,” 
but rather sad commentary the sometimes warped 
and so-called sensible and sophisticated attitude toward 
the raising family. 


Francis Ullrich, Ph.D. 


Panetta, George Viva Madison Avenue! 
Harcourt, Brace. Mar. 20,1957. 250p. $3.95. 


George and Joe are two likable little fellows who have 
somehow other got tangled the ten-ring circus 


Eiker Head Longstreet 


that commercial entertainment. They are Italians 
and they are certain that all the Anglo-Saxons are 
against them. After all what are Caruso and Caputo 
doing all this alien Making living 
writing and directing for TV. But mostly conning 
Noone into sending them expense-account spree 
Washington, buying Joe (or letting Joe buy) too- 
sharp, too-bright suit, swindling bookie get out 
his clutches, trying pick some extracurricular sex, 
defying the top brass about changing the end 
drama will up-beat instead down, going 
the wall when the Democrats lose the presidential 
election and their (George’s and Joe’s) shirts. fun 
for adults. The boys have sinister intentions times, 
but they are often frustrated their machinations 
and hard keep down, even when they are 
their hands-up fingertips hock the banks when 
all over. They may even grow some day. Mean- 
time, they are having ball their small way. 


Eiker, Kard Star Macedon 
Putnam. Apr. 29,1957. 374p. $4.50. 


This historical novel tells the story Philip Mace- 
don and his son Alexander, seen through the eyes 
certain Gyges. Forced flee his native Trapezus 
when the Persians seized his father, Gyges 
mother are captured Philip’s raid Olynthus and 
held slavery Pella. There Gyges’ boast that his 
native land breeds superior horses comes Philip’s 
attention and Gyges promised his mother’s freedom 
will bring back those noble steeds. returns 
Trapezus and, although succesful obtaining 
the horses, the ship and its cargo are lost sea, except 
for Bucephalus. This noble animal turns among the 
stock horse trader and becomes the mount 
Alexander, and Gyges becomes his groom. After Philip’s 
assassination, Gyges accompanies Alexander 
world conquest expedition Keeper the Horse. 
Alexander uses Gyges spy and his mission 
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manages rescue his father and find wife for him- 
self besides capturing the plans Darius III. his 
return Alexander, asks released from fur- 
ther service, but refused his request. about 
flee when Alexander dies and Gyges free 
Egypt with Ptolemy and there live out his days. 


The author takes the view that Alexander was un- 
stable from the start, increasingly develops into mad- 
man obsessed with power and the desire hailed 
god, and that finally destroyed poison. 
Philip comes off better and portrayed with sympathy 
much greater man and leader than his more 
famous son. novel the book unsuccessful. Only 
Philip emerges fully rounded human being. Most 
the history can found the article Alexander 
the Encyclopedia Britannica, which, however, makes 
mention Alexander being poisoned. Neither does 
the Britannica detail the customs the courtesans, 
which occupy good bit this author’s attentions. 
Detailed descriptions this sort restrict the suitability 
this novel discriminating adults who prefer their 
history served fictional aspic. 


William Schweder, 
Georgetown University, 
Washington, 


Head, Ann Fair With Rain 
McGraw-Hill. Apr. 15,1957. 181p. $2.95. 


Mrs. Head lives Beaufort, South Carolina. her 
disarmingly charming first novel, the Blair family are 
living nice old house Barnwell Stret South 
Carolina city. Janet and Gordon Blair are mother and 
father David, Amanda, John and Tuck. David 
bringing new girl home for the Thanksgiving holiday 
when the story opens; marrying her Aenead- 
on-the-Hudson the following June when the tale ends. 
between are several small crises involving the Blairs’ 
first meeting with their prospective in-laws, the Cutlers; 
Amanda’s woeful crush David’s 
Raoul, who much more interested David’s former 
girl, Sally; Mother Blair’s Christmas and New Year 
parties; cranky furnace; quarrel two between 
David and Angela. The people are all nice and polite 
and natural. They are good company. 


Longstreet, Stephen The Promoters 
Simon Schuster. Feb. 1957. 373p. $3.95. 


are told very clearly that there Southern and 
Great Gulf Railroad, Catlin Corporation Stal- 
lion Crossing Texas, and that the Virile Vitamin 
Cola called Alexander the Great not sale any- 
where the South. After struggle through some 
the most vulgar prose and rootless living the two 
dominant personalities this exploitation the power- 
ful Cola concoction, the reader inclined hope that 
the characters well are wholly fictitious. There 
verve and exuberance about the writing which re- 
semble the animation and animal vitality produced 
this commercialized drink upon the several characters 
this thin story two warring factions the South. 
dozen pages have not been read before introduc- 
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tion made $50 prostitute, Moira Novak, who 
able tranquillize the compulsive alcoholic, Joel 
Tropp, through whose eyes the entire narrative 
told. Fragments philosophy are always hand for 
one who still credulous the hearts gold such 
hard-nerved person who has either refused ex- 
ploited society has been attracted roving, 
life. They are not sensual, very abnormal, 
but rather creatures circumstance and accident and 
the successful ones are cunning, casual, and have the 
bedside manner Park Avenue 
not patient with the modern poetry Cum- 
mings and his dislike for capital letters and lets every- 
one know it. But for Joel there are greater problems 
than indulge love and semantics with Moira. 
the tool and jackal for the part Mexican-Indian, part 
Irish-American “Judge” Alex Catlin who succeeds 
constructing huge soft-drink empire and then tries 
gain power over important but run-down railroad 
Texas. The “judge” unique sort man who 
stimulates pseudo-learning his subordinate which 
expresses itself such awkward and artificial terms 
these: “around the second year our working to- 
gether had the sense foreboding that reading 
German philosophy getting really close case 
jitters gives me.” 


There very little the plot surprise anyone amidst 
the exploitation Alexander the Great and the battles 
supreme for the Texas railroad. The drunken orgies 
are there, the double dealing machinations for power 
and reputation, the river-bottom humor the Judge 
never missing. His matriarchal mother rules over 
household Mexican Indian peasants and his daugh- 
ter, Celeste, the closest approximation her father 
who saw her “his own wildness, his own love life, 
his way banging and grabbing what wanted, ask- 
ing all them join the fun.” Celeste does 
not charm the reader, there Blossom Ganzil, semi- 
literate drum-majorette who almost 
Judge major sex scandal and terminates her sordid 
existence Hollywood movie star. The reader must 
not tire because there Esme Potter who finally falls 


love with the alcoholic Joel Tropp after marriage 


mad naval officer, and romance with writer 
for New York financial magazine. Because the 
attraction for Esme, Joel disowns the bottle but 
less assistance the Judge who ends without his 
railroad but with the satisfaction bringing together 
the two warring factions for the good the road and 


the South. 


Perhaps this critic has created the impression that the 
narrative sophomoric, that the prose ordinary and 
pedestrian, spiced with over-frequent additions vul- 
garity, that the small indecent words should have been 
fewer, that there are too many anecdotes the Judge 
convince the public the potentialities his Cola 
drink, that the incidents appear contrived and synthetic 
and that the sensual existence these neurotic people 
without sense sin true human dignity. 
haps this reviewer should have observed that one the 
titles one the chapters the book best delineates 
its contents. The title “Everything Texas” and 
Everything” this book even Jesuit, Father 
O’Gorman, who brought bless the turtle soup. 


Haislip 


Coppel 


The general reaction novel-reading such this 
the experience literary mud-bath. 


Thomas Wassmer, S.J., Ph.D., 
St. Peter’s College, 
Jersey City, New Jersey 


Haislip, Harvey Sailor Named Jones 

Though uncertain antecedents, tempestuous and 
ambitious, John Paul Jones was the only American 
Naval Captain who took ship into British waters and 
twisted the Lion’s tail become national hero during 
the American Revolution. How did this the face 
opposition from those who should have been his 
friends and helpers told adequately formulated 
novel another captain the Navy the United 
States. 


The story opens with Jones commanding the Ranger, 
anxious put out sea from Brest and engage the 
British but prevented from doing lack funds 
for pay, food ship fittings. Even from the American 
Commissioner France can obtain nothing save the 
enmity Arthur Lee. His crew half-starved and 
mutinous, his officers are self-interested and cowardly, 
his credit nil, his mission almost ended before 
begins. But sheer obstinance, motivated patriotic 
fervor, succeeds putting sea, under the patron- 
age the Duchess Chartres, capturing the 
British frigate Drake and terrorizing the coasts the 
United Kingdom. This does spite interference 


from his officers and the unwillingness his crew 
fight. 


Returned France hailed hero but cannot 
obtain funds, even for the prizes has sent in, with 
which continue his mission. even loses the 
Ranger his incompetent first lieutenant and left 
cool his heels ashore while the Ranger rots anchor- 
age. finally obtains the old Bonhomme Richard 
from the French and fights the famous battle with the 
Serapis off Flamborough Head. But even then 
forced flee Holland and lose his squadron, 
escaping the Alliance return America vindi- 
cation and almost oblivion. 


Flashbacks give some information the prior career 
this John Paul (Called Jones) the author builds 
for the figure patriotic warrior, competent 
naval warfare but thwarted the efforts self-seeking 
politicians, incompetent little men troubled his 
greatness. John Paul Jones controversial figure and 
the present book does not wholly clear his character 
impetuosity, pig-headedness personality defi- 
ciencies which grated upon the nerves others. De- 
spite some profanity and vulgarity this workmanlike 
novelization Jones’s career suitable for the adult 
reader. 


Night Fire and Snow 
Apr. 5,1957. 373p. $3.95. 


Another sad commentary upon the intelligence the 
American people! Blasphemy, profanity, adultery, for- 
nication, and even masturbation follow one another 


Coppel, Alfred 


Simon Schuster. 
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Christopher Dowdey Roske 


the expresion the author’s warped idea life. Just 
you begin recover from one episode that makes 
you gasp and think you may enjoy bit well-written 
prose—another blast profanity—or vivid sexual 
description—turns you upside down. 


“Religion isn’t meant understood kid It’s the 
opiate the masses,” says one the characters. 
clearly evident that speaks the mind and feelings 
the author. Yet what braggart one 
his characters tells us, start work and can hear 
father asking what have say that’s im- 
portant that must huckstered the public 
three-fifty copy.” Yet this mess offered three- 
ninety-five. 


Not only cannot this book recommended any 
class reader, but there cannot any excuse for the 
author publisher offer the public. 


John Cullen, BA.LL.B., 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 


Christopher, John Blade Grass 
Simon Schuster. Apr. 23,1957. 218p. $2.95. 

When the uncheckable Chung-Li virus spreads from 
Asia destroy all plants the grass family small 
group people offered the possibility survival 
they can reach Blind Gill, hidden valley farm 
Yorkshire, belonging David Custance, whose brother 
John the leading character the story. leader 
small band, John begins the journey from London 
educated, decent man, assenting the basic tenets 
natural law and practicing the basic human mores. 
soon recognizes that only might will right 
wishes achieve the goal surviving and saving his 
family. And so, leader, condones murder, en- 
gages violence and even consents his own brother’s 
death order win the valley, all the hope that 
better times will eventually come which can 
revert his own character. Excellently written 
chronicle events leading man use evil means 
for good end, this book would prove dangerous the 
experienced reader and should recommended only 
discriminating adults. 


Dowdey, Clifford The Great Plantation 
Rinehart. Apr. 25,1957. 320p. $6.00 

With its subtitle Profile Berkeley Hundred and 
Plantation Virginia from Jamestown Appomattox, 
this book history its readable best. The author has 
already scored with readers with his Experiment 
Rebellion, Bugles Blow More and The Land They 
Fought For. now presents the panorama Ameri- 
can History focusing and emanating from Berke- 
ley Hundred, kind private principality, arche- 
type southern plantations. Here eight generations 
the Harrison Family sired imposing line south- 
ern ladies and gentlemen, signer the Declaration 
Independence, and President. 

The book composed like tragedy—with the planta- 
tion itself tragic hero. The Age the Frontier, 
the reader swept along the excitement the 
founding Jamestown and Berkeley Hundred des- 
perate men against wilderness and Indians. This raw 


SELLERs 


yeoman strength soon tempered the arrival the 
Cavaliers, those champions freedom 
escaping from the persecution dour Cromwellian 
England. The plantation remains ever the basic eco- 
nomic and social unit with wealth measured land 
and negroes Williamsburg erected supply the 
needed educational and governmental outlets. (Duke 
Gloucester Street with William and Mary College 
one end and the British Governor’s Palace the 
other mile end, all the Virginians this period know 
city-life. The Master still does his shopping 
London.) the sharpening and hardening the 
caste system, the quest for influence, gallantry and for- 
tune begins. 


With the Age the Aristocrat, successive Benjamin 
Harrisons push the plot climax roles shippers 
tobacco, Grandees, and culmination, the Signer, 
man destiny, the fifth the line. The Manor House 
the Golden Age has reached its peak power, gra- 
cious living and hospitality. its Master 
Philadelphia acting the committee workhorse 
bringing together the wrangling delegates from the 
colonies, and framing the very documents that means 
the inevitable dissolution Berkeley Hundred and its 
way life. 


William Henry Harrison, the President and son the 
Signer, appears the Afterglow. Not one 
noble breed, but “Old Tippecanoe,” passes him- 
self off log-cabin-born-man-with-a-hoe get elected. 
The Plantation has now become anachronism 
nation growing industrialization. 


was fitting that Berkeley Hundred had Lincoln 
witness its death thores. came the plantation 
admonish McClellan, there retreating from Lee’s 
army Richmond. The Yankee army had overrun 
the plantation, staying long enough reduce the man- 
sion, now hospital, shambles, denude the lawns 
trees for camp-fires, “set free’ the slaves, and trample 
the tobacco fields barren mud. was even more 
fitting that General Butterfield’s bugler improvised for 
the first time there what became the Army’s 


official call “taps.” 
Brother Gabriel, F.S.C., 
LaSalle College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Roske, Ralph and Charles Van Doren 


Lincoln’s Commando 
Harper. Apr. 17,1957. 310p. $4.50. 
“The word ‘commando’ was not used during the time the 
Civil War, and yet term seemed aptly describe 
Cushing and his small boat raid enemy territory. The 
authors hope that the reader will pardon the relatively inno- 
cent anachronism.” (Preface, x.) 
The reviewer assures the reader that apology 
needed further the persual this highly informative 
and readable volume. One the co-authors jetted 
himself into national personality the Program 
and this pleasurable fact may cause the 
book bolt upward the sales columns and should, 
mainly because the story tells and the manner 
the telling, quickly get into the “best seller” lists. Both 
authors have fine literary talents and should give 
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“Americana” many more volumes the historical field 
literature. 


This the biography Commander William Cush- 
ing, U.S.N., who was born the best American tradi- 
tion log cabin few miles north the present site 
Waukesha, Wisconsin, 1842, and died Wash- 
ington, C., 1875. became the nation’s hero 
the naval department during the Civil War because 
his daring exploit sinking the Confederate ram 
Albemarle the Roanoke River, North Carolina, 
October 27, 1864. biography can have climax, 
Cushing’s feat destroying the Albemarle can 
listed and the entire volume builds up, fictional 
fashion, this deed skill and intrepid daring and, 
like any well-written Greek tragedy, rushes the con- 
clusion, not wearing the reader with overlong attention 
the few years left the hero. 


The pages which tell the heroic stand made Wil- 
liam Cushing’s older brother, Alonzo, the battle 
Gettysburg “high water mark” where went down 
his death amid blazing battery cameo story 
telling that deserves more than passing mention. The 
style fresh, vital, almost galloping. The end papers 
are particularly attractive and illustrative. The whole 
book has salty tang. well worth attention and 
will make fine reading for youngsters 


alike. 
Berkeley Kines, S.]., 
St. Joseph’s College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Burgess, Alan The Small Woman 


Dutton. Apr. 15,1957. 256p. $3.95. 


When Gladys Aylward, parlormaid from London 
suburb, set out for China 1930 with two pounds 
sterling her pocket, determined missionary, 
one might have questioned her good judgment. But 
after seventeen exciting years China, when she re- 
turned England and was finally prevailed upon 
tell her amazing story Alan Burgess, appeared that 
she did very wise thing indeed. 


Mr. Burgess commendable style has told the “small 
woman’s” story simply and effectively. recom- 


mended readers all ages and creeds. 


Despite her lack training and her limited education, 
inspired only her anxiety serve God mis- 
sionary, the 27-year-old Gladys traveled across Siberia 
alone. After months travel she succeeded reach- 
ing shabby mission outpost thousand miles inside 
China Yangcheng. Succeeding the aged Jeannie 
Lawson, veteran missionary, Gladys opened hostel 
for muleteers. When the mandarin showed interest 
her work, Gladys converted him Christianity. She 
rescued many children from child-dealers and ex- 
posure that she soon opened orphanages and schools. 
She accepted Chinese citizenship and, when she knew 
the Japanese would invade her mission territory, she 
fearlessly spied them. 


Suffering from internal injuries received beating 
the Japanese and with bullet wound her shoulder, 
this small woman led hundred children across 


Burgess Henry 


hundred miles mountain terrain safety Sian. 
She had more than half-starved herself this gruelling 
march and developed typhus Sian, was hospitalized 
there and, upon her unexpected recovery, returned 
England where she still engaged promoting the 
welfare foreign missions. 


There only one disturbing element this story— 
unsubstantiated reference the military exploits 
Catholic priest, missionary Dutch extraction 
known the legendary “General Ley.” reported 
have trained his parishioners guerrilla warfare 
and, scene that just bit too intense, says 
Gladys, have helped kill, yes, killed myself with 
these own two wonders how much canon 
law this alleged priest knew. 


Otherwise, this superbly told and inspiring book. 


Henry, Vera Lucky Number 
Lippincott. May 243p. $3.75. 


galaxy amusing characters scintillate the pages 
Vera Henry’s first published book. small Cana- 
dian town the unusual locale the twenty-nine 
chapters, each which complete story only ten- 
ously related the others. Although the basic pat- 
tern, series vignettes with Mother Tippet 
the central character), has been used more successfully 
Clarence Day and Kathryn Forbes, the book will 
have special appeal those who, like this reviewer, 
were teen-agers the "Twenties. But can recom- 
mended without reservation readers any age. 


This the kind book that gives the reader the feel- 
ing could write one equally funny. Any family 
which celebrates Christmas would able add de- 
tails Matter Tradition” which describes the 
family project triming the Christmas tree. 


Those who have spent rainy vacation tent the 
woods can fully appreciate “Call the Wild and 
Wooly”; but very few families can boast Aunt 
like Daphne, who attempted mix cake and take 
bath the same time. Then there was Aunt Han- 
nah who sang loudest church, was the largest woman 
town, wore man’s size-ten shoe, and was the poorest 
cook the country. 


Some Mother Tippet’s enterprises were noteworthy. 
“Deadbeat Derby” tells Mother’s suggestion the 
bankrupt grocer that have contest see who 
could guess the amount indebtedness the customer 
whose name was drawn public gathering. His 
bills were soon collected; but Mother’s name was 
drawn. She had forgotten pay $5.62 she owed. The 
title essay, Lucky Number,” tells how Mother used 
two dollars talent money which she was invest and 
multiply for church project. Mother bet 
winning horse. she counted her $106.00 winnings 
she exclaimed: “I’m sure the Lord will understand. 
Although may have litle trouble explaining the 
Ladies’ Aid.” 


The amusing illustrations are Vasilu. 


Lenore Philbin, 
Archbald, Pennsylvania 
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Mitchell, Broadhus 
Alexander Hamilton: Youth Maturity 


Macmillan. Mar. 19,1957. 675p. $8.75. 


This the first volume contemplated two-volume 
study Hamilton, presumably honoring the Hamilton 
bicentenary. Professor Mitchell limits his first analysis 
the years 1755-1788. earlier biographers 
Hamilton list his birth 1757, Mitchell dates his 
nativity the year 1755. This somewhat detracts 
from the general consensus that Hamilton was the 
“boy genius” the islands. gives him two-year 
respite his youthful accomplishments. 


Hamilton matriculated King’s College, now Colum- 
bia University, the City New York. reference 
quotation, appeared familiar with Grotius, 
Blackstone, Locke, the Pennsylvania Famer, and the 
wars Charles XII. His interest public affairs was 
marked zealous composing pamphlets. Never 
provincial, Hamilton wrote long and nationalistic essays. 
disagreed with the eminent man God and pillar 
Tory respectability, Samuel Seabury. 


After marrying into the wealthy Schuyler family, 
Hamilton served aide General Washington. 
wanted storm battlement rather than buried 
the dull paper work that was his assignment. York- 
town gave him his chance and Hamilton emerged 
hero the accepted military tradition. 


This volume ends with Hamilton working strengthen 
the national government Philadelphia and later 
Poughkeepsie. used every ounce his inventive 
mind obtain New York’s ratification the new 
Constitution. 


Mr. Mitchell’s Hamilton scholarly, heavily docu- 
mented book. For the layman, this book has little 
offer. For the scholar and the nationalist mas- 
terpiece research. Hamilton does not emerge from 
its pages lovable leader the people. remains 
the same distant, class-conscious go-getter that other 
biographers have stereotyped. However, final judg- 
ment must await the second volume. might, finally, 
noted that, while Alexander Hamilton leaned to- 
wards the rich and well-born, there need for his 
academic admirers price him into literary oblivion. 


Frank Brown, M.A., 


University Scranton 


Draskovich, Slobodan 


Tito, Moscow’s Trojan Horse 
Regnery. Apr. 29,1957. 357p. $5.00. 


indicated the title, this analysis Tito’s 
Communism. addition, the author does not neglect 
Tito’s place the international communist movement. 
His conclusion should awakening for the West. 
Rather than the hoped-for wedge split the com- 
munist bloc, Tito has proved himself faithful Com- 
munist and has furthered the cause international 
communism with plentiful financial support from the 


West. 


Dr. Draskovich, lawyer and economist, currently 
editor Serbian language newspaper the United 


Best SELLERs 


States. His thorough study communism “poli- 
tical movement based teleological political 
trine with the avowed aim installing communist 
power the whole world,” (p. 14), prefaces his analy- 
sis Tito’s place the movement. careful steps 
translates each indication relaxation from concealed 
dialectic terminology familiar western concepts. The 
result many cases conclusion diametrically 
posed that which headlines and newsgatherers would 
have their readers believe. The most frightening pre- 
dicts that, the event crisis, Tito would not stand 
with the West. Despite the fact that Tito could not 
have stayed power without abundant help, 
has demanded and accepted this “Capitalist” aid only 
accordance with accepted Marxist-Leninist teaching 
using capitalistic assistance destroy capitalism. 


Tito did not revolt against the Soviet Union. was 
most likely Stalin’s own egotism which forced Tito’s 
ouster from the Cominform 1948. But the 
communists have been seeking reconciliation ever since, 
and have yet attack basic principle Soviet policy 
impugn Soviet motive. Even the Hungarian 
crisis, Tito defended the Soviet army’s intervention 
necessary save Hungary for socialism. His tours and 
visits, especially Asian countries, prepared for har- 
vests reaped Bulganin, Khrushchev, even 
who came after him. Tito has never spelled 
out his communism, nor has ever 
counted the West. result, after ten years 
support from the West, other country can shown 
which followed Tito’s example so-called independ- 
ence. 


From the facts, communism Yugoslavia cannot 
vive unaided. was introduced the person Tito 
Moscow, espoused the allies during World War 
II, and supported Military and economic aid 
since the end hostilities. Croatians would not agree 
with the picture which Draskovich paints 
Mihailovich, the Chetnik leader executed Tito after 
the war. The war time choice Tito over 
vich Balkan leader embarrassing episode allied 
diplomats would like forget. Nevertheless, instead 
repudiating the error, the West has refused admit 
Tito’s continued deception and has instead compound- 
the initial error. Emerging facts seem indicate 
that Gomulka and the Polish communists may trying 
Titoist tack with the connivance Moscow. may 
time evaluate the chances helping Poland 
break from Moscow’s grip the light Tito’s present 
reconciliation with the Kremlin. 


Draskovich definitely Serbian sentiment, but 
has done great service thoroughly unravelling the 
confusion Titoism. Moscow’s Trojan Horse can 
much reverse the author’s somewhat despairing con- 
clusion that the West “which defends civilization 
based the belief God against communism, which 
substitutes man for God, has become too materialistic 
understand communism.” (p. 294) 


Walter Jaskievicz, 
Institute Russian Studies, 


Fordham University, 
New York, New York 
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Kilpatrick, James Jackson 

The Sovereign States: Notes Citizen 

Virginia 
Regnery. Apr. 29,1957. 347p. $5.00. 
most contemporary studies American History and 
Politics there seldom recognition the first prin- 
ciples which should guide the student, i.e. the theme 
the American Republic, republic formed the 
several populations several free, independent, and 
sovereign republics. These creative populations bonded 
their destiny under the aegis the American Constitu- 
tion which they described themselves united 
States. repetitious emphasis these several state- 
populations insisted that their several republics con- 
tinued unimpaired sovereignty. The adhesive char- 
acteristics the American Constitution were designed 
for the individual and mutual benefit the Sovereign 
States—not for the sole benefit supra-American- 


Republic. 


age when American students are increasingly 
vexed with studies such Problems Democracy, 
refreshing encounter work which dedicated 
the Glories the American Republics. James Jack- 
son Kilpatrick, the distinguished editor the Rich- 
mond News Leader, has made outstanding contribu- 
tion American Constitutional History. His Sovereign 
should interest high school, collegiate 
and university students, jurists, lawyers, political leaders 
and citizens the sovereign states. has gleaned 
exciting story from many dusty archival tome where 
have lain hidden the exploits heroes and villains 
who fought preserve destroy the Sovereign Amer- 
ican States. And readers may rest assured that Kil- 
patrick not diatribist. His judicious approach 
States’ Rights reminiscent the great constitutional- 
ist, the late Dr. John Burgess. 


this reviewer has analyzed Kilpatrick’s work cor- 
rectly, attention must drawn fault the 
general balance the author’s conclusions. would 
seem that Kilpatrick has attributed the surrender 
state sovereignty too much judicial decisions and 
the apathy all but the southern states. They have 
been willing recipients the Federal Government’s 
largesse such matters the Tennessee Valley Au- 
thority, Muscle Shoals, Oak Ridge, farm subsidies, in- 
ternal improvements, and every other kind national- 
handout. These same southern states have never 
made concerted drive repeal the 17th Amendment 
which provided for the direct election United States 
Senators and destroyed the most important organ 
for the States our nation’s capital. 
group states has received greater returns under 
the 16th Amendment than the southern states. 
1954, the people and States Mississippi, 
Arkansas, South Carolina, and Tennessee received 53c, 
25c, and 20c, respectively, for every $1.00 they 
contributed Federal coffers. This compared with 
areturn only for all our states and territories. 
Yet never have the southern states led movement 
for repeal the 16th Amendment which has steadily 
worked destroy the taxing power the sovereign 


group states has more consistently supported 
presidential advocates centralized government than 


Kilpatrick Acheson White 


our scuthern states—the same presidents who have en- 
couraged constitutional changes executive decree, 
judicial fiat, and the surrender legislative powers 
the Congress the United States. 


But perhaps such criticism Kilpatrick 
ranted. His optimistic and lonely voice and 
should encouraged. him the question state 
sovereignty not simply academic and not ready 
erase our state boundaries complete the 
destruction our traditional union Republics. 


Francis Gannon, Ph.D., 
Citizen the Commonwealth 
Massachusetts 


Acheson, Dean Citizen Looks Congress 
Harper. 124p. $2.50. 

The former Secretary State has here developed 
lectures given the University Virginia four- 
part study the place Congress, the legislative 
branch, the present-day federal government, par- 
ticularly its relation the Presidency the execu- 
tive power. The development the committee sys- 
tem and the consequent diffusion power, offsetting 
radical changes policy party majorities both 
houses change; the congressional jealousy presiden- 
tial prerogatives, and the special problems created 
congressional insistence delving into and discussing 
foreign relations and so-called long-range foreign poli- 
cies; and the possible redefinition the functions 
congress vis-a-vis the President and the executive powers 
are discussed lucidly enough and with the added unc- 
tion twelve years experience something 
buffer position between congressional committees and 
the executive power dealing with foreign relations. 
Mr. Acheson’s book should read attentively every 
literate voter interested government. Whether Mr. 
Acheson’s suggestions about the future Congress 
would seem weaken the nature the United States 
republic and tend shift toward more authori- 
tarian form not debatable. 


White, William 
Citadel. The Story the Senate 
Harper. 267p. $3.75. 


sense this book Mr. White’s essay 
political philosophy since attempts describe the 
basic nature that unique institution, the Senate 
the United States. political correspondent for the 
New York Times has had opportunity study the 
Senate action behind the scenes and his analysis, 
though sketchy and highly generalized, seems offer 
logical explanations the strange character and some- 
times even stranger actions that august body. 
stresses, its continuity, its unity thought certain 
problems, its self-imposed isolationism, its maintenance 
free speech and the Calhoun Doctrine the Con- 
current Majority, its jealous adherence the Constitu- 
tional separation the three government branches, its 
constant feud with the Executive branch, its inherent 
conviction superiority, its powers and its innate con- 
servatism the basic sense the word. His analyses 
are illustrated numerous examples, drawn mostly 
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Beal Chubb 


from the Senates recent years, and seemingly inter- 
pretable according his thesis. the whole the book 
interesting characterization the Senate and, 
though political scientists would qualify not com- 
pletely disagree with many its conclusions, one well 
worth the layman’s reading. 


Beal, John Robinson 

John Foster Dulles: Biography 
Harper. Apr. 13,1957. 331p. $4.50. 
This the book that caused some excitement diplo- 
matic and political circles well the press. Writ- 
ten the Time magazine Washington correspondent 
who specializes covering the State Department, 
was apparently intended argumentative defense 
the activities John Foster Dulles Secretary 
State. This apparent objective was not successfully 
achieved. This book has actually resulted diminish- 
ing Dulles and the Eisenhower Administration 
spect conduct foreign policy the eyes most 
informed observers and commentators. 


The book opens with sketchy review the pre-1952 
life and activities Mr. Dulles. While nothing 
revealed this section that was not published before, 
good recapitulation for the uninformed student. 
The style suggests that was intended for the high 
school mentality. Frequently Mr. Beal very cleverly 
implies much more than the facts imply, when 
indicates that the United Nations the result Dul- 
les’ criticism the Atlantic Charter. 


Dulles was the obvious choice for the position Sec- 
retary State Eisenhower’s cabinet. had been 
the custom the State Department daily place 
the President’s desk one page summary the pre- 
vious twenty-four hours most important developments. 
This summary was compiled from the cables all the 
intelligence services. Very early his administration 
Eisenhower ordered this practice stopped. This was 
but one indication Eisenhower’s determination 
delegate nearly all his functioning foreign rela- 
tions his Secretary State. 


Although Dulles first received national prominence 
practicing diplomat through Democratic appoint- 
ments, Beal describes how Dulles felt free criticize 
his former employers language knew was mis- 
leading and unfair, long served Republican pro- 
paganda purposes. Secretary State Dulles re- 
peatedly demonstrated his disdain for traditional diplo- 
matic beliefs and practises, when urged Aden- 
auer victory the German people the eve 
German elections. Early the book Beal notes that 
Dulles never studied college except when cram- 
ming for examination. Throughout the rest the 
book Beal repeatedly demonstrates that diplomacy 
Dulles considered only the narrowest immediate 
objectives, ignoring all but the most obvious potential 
complications. When all this was coupled with 
what Beal describes deliberate appeasement Mc- 
Carthy, there wonder that Beal concludes that 
the administrative operations and especially the morale 
the State Department sharply declined under the 
Dulles-Eisenhower “leadership.” 


Best 


The book carefully defends several deliberate “gam- 
bits” foreign affairs undertaken 
edly and deliberately the was led the brink 
war through dangerous diplomatic gambles. While 
have been fortunate enough have been spared 
war far, have had several serious losses through 
these gambles. “unleashed” Chiang Kai-Shek 
and scared our allies more than our enemies. the 
1954 Berlin Conference Foreign Ministers accord- 
ing Beal Dulles won parliamentary maneuvering 
while the Communists secured their armistice 
gave them half Vietnam. Dulles reversed the 
policy and denied the Egyptians aid for the 
Aswan Dam (in insulting note that Beal neglects 
describe) show the Russians phonies 
their hints financial aid. The payoff was the Egyp- 
tian seizure the Suez Canal Company which 
cipitated the sharpest crisis the Western powers had 
faced the Middle East, and before was over 
duced tremendously shocking split among the West- 
ern powers themselves. 


This book might temporarily demand, but its 
only permanent value study diplomatic and 
journalistic foot-in-mouth disease. 


Joseph Maloney, 
Political Philosophy, 
Fordham University, 
Bronx 58, New York 


Chubb, Mary 

Crowell. Mar. 29,1957. 213p. $3.95. 
with sensitivity for nature, with ability write 
good English, and person who describes archaeology 


Prefaced trip through Greece, and epilogued (may 
use the word verb?) trip through Crete, the 
author describes the brilliant archaeological work done 
Tell Asmar (the ancient Eshunna) some nineteen 
years ago. Why did she wait long give this 
readable and pleasurable book? 


She uses the device being taught herself, 
pass the reader the basic archaeology the site, 
but she has obviously done her homework well, and 
her archaeology would merit 100% examination. 
She does good job giving outline the total 
situation Mesopotamia when the city-states reigned. 


She furnishes with illumination the method 
the archaeologist, and, with even more charm, she 
trays the human elements big dig. love 
nature rivalled her love people. There must 
have been someone, somewhere along the line, whom 
she did not like; but one could never learn this from 
her book. 


The historic events—from the point view Meso 


potamian archaeology—she writes about, sound 
they occurred yesterday. May she write about more 


yesterdays! 
Franklin Ewing, 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


City the Sand 


May 
Campic 


Prentice-! 
Captain 
amateur 
force, 
squad 
cannon 
the varie 
top-fl 
dramatic 
human, 
need 
protect 
the point 
pocket 
long exp 
make 
the wat 
Special 
wil 


William: 


Macmillan 


specia 
alm 
from the 
ent. 
produc 
provinces. 
pantomin 
want 


Ewen, 


Prentice-H: 


Mr. Ewen 
hymns 
reviewing 
ville, ragti 
the 
musica 
and Holly 
and other 
than 
ducing the 
Well-inde: 


Leonard, 


Macmillan. 
This 
velopment 
introductio 
tury the 
century 
each 


May 1957 


Campion, Daniel J., with Myron Stearns 
Crooks Are Human Too 
Prentice-Hall. Apr. 30,1957. 243p. $3.95. 


Captain Dan Campion, retired, started out 
amateur boxer, then joined the New York City police 
force, became detective assigned the pickpocket 
squad and made himself one the world’s greatest 
cannon coppers his 25-year career. His account 
the varieties petty thieves from boosters and keisters 
top-flight confidence men informative, amusing, 
dramatic. Dan was rough with the crooks first, until 
learned from his friend, Dr. Schwartz, that they are 
human, too, and that understanding and even sympathy 
need not compromise the cop’s honest endeavors 
protect the “suckers” they prey on. makes well 
the point that town that stands for the ‘whizz’ (pick- 
pocket racket) will stand for anything”; and from 
long experience has several constructive criticisms 
make about the New York police force. still 
the watch against bunco artists and mechanics 
Special Agent the New York race tracks. His book 
wil interest almost every reader. 


Williamson, Audrey 
Contemporary Theatre, 1953-1956 
Macmillan. Mar. 26,1957. 195p. $5.00. 


special interest only devotees the theater, this 
almost play-by-play account the British stage 
from the special fuss over the Coronation the pres- 
ent. is, fact, little more than series reviews 
productions London and the cities “the 
provinces,” from Shakespeare down the Christmas 
pantomimes. number photographs enhance the 
volume which college and municipal 
want add their collections. 


Ewen, David 
Panorama American Popular Music 
Prentice-Hall. May 365p. $4.95. 


Mr. Ewen presents survey popular song from the 
hymns and psalms the early colonies the present, 
passing the rise minstrel shows, vaude- 
ville, ragtime and jazz; and following the development 
the musical stage from operetta musical comedy 
musical play; and the influence Tin-Pan Alley 
and Hollywood popular tastes. War songs, blues, 
romantic ballads, nonsense songs, the songs 
Gershwin, Berlin, Kern, Herbert, Rodgers, Loewe, 
and other greats all get least mention and more 
than hurried glance. excellent book for intro- 
ducing the student the history music America. 


Well-indexed. 


Leonard, Richard Anthony 

History Russian Music 
Macmillan. Apr. 16,1957. 395p. $6.00. 
This excellent and scholarly review the de- 
velopment distinctly Russian music from the first 
introduction western music the eighteenth cen- 
tury the rise the great composers the nineteenth 
century and later. There are knowledgeable studies 
each the most famous composers: Glinka, Dar- 


Campion Williamson Ewen Leonard Stanley 


gomijsky, Mussorgsky, Borodin, Tchaikovsky, Rimsky- 
Korsakoff, Prokofiev, Shostakovich, Miaskovsky, Khat- 
chaturian, Rachmaninoff, Stravinsky, and others. Com- 
ment and evaluations the principal works each 
composer are brief but perceptive. Should welcome 
music shelves any college public library. 


Stanley, Ilse The Unforgotten 
Beacon. Apr. 10,1957. 375p. $4.95. 

The somewhat frightening thought occurs that there 
may perhaps whole new school literature spring- 
ing up: the book which the offshoot the Television 
program, sentimental type memoir autobiography. 
The Unforgotten is, any case, this kind book: 
Mrs. Stanley appeared the program “This Your 
Life,” noted for its sob-sister point view, and, riding 
the crest that small wave, has now published 
this account her adventures Nazi Germany and 
refugee this country. 


One feels bit boorish and unkind say that this 
not very good book, for very difficult separate 
the worthy deeds and aims its author from its writing, 
and her deeds (she rescued 412 Jewish families from 
possible concentration camp end, name the most 
striking one) and her aims (she frankly hoping that 
the book will made into film, and says so, and that 
the proceeds from both will provide financial assistance 
for organization called the Bridge Builders, which she 
has dreamed up, and which hopes rebuild some 
German churches and establish kind inter-faith 
center her father’s former synagogue Berlin) are 
wholly admirable. One all too conscious, however, 
that Mrs. Stanley real promoter, which always 
means that she probably promoting herself per- 
sonality, and therefore creates just the slightest impres- 
sion bad taste; the book would have been far more 
effective written someone else. 


Mrs. Stanley quick draw moral judgments from 
almost every episode, with kind self-righteous ego- 
tism which shows most dramatically when she 
reports conversations verbatim; inevitably, she comes 
out top dog. Granted, she has unshakable faith 
her side, and there little doubt that she really believes 
the love she preaches; yet one always feels would 
only fair hear the other fellow’s side most 
these arguments! implications, one cannot help 
feeling, are sometimes highly unfair, when she cites 
instance seeking help for anti-Nazi project and 
argument, (the Church’s money needed send 
chaplains the war fronts care for the soldiers), 
suspiciously oversimplified, and the entire Church 
implicated. 


She sets forth, too, somewhat arrogant and unin- 
formed theology her own. The daughter the head 
Jewish congregation Berlin, she fairly well- 
informed about Judaism, but has apparently judged 
other faiths largely fragments sermons she has 
heard here and there. have need for prayers 
since make demands,” she says, apparently needing 
badly definition prayer. Speaking life after 
death, which she inclined doubt: “To the best 
knowledge, did not demand this life God; 
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therefore shall not bother Him with questions 
his former decisions.” And then: realized that 
creeds and their churches were not the places from 
which could speak kind love among people.” 
Where then? According the writer, her Bridge 
Builders organization and its inter-faith center. 


Technically, too, the book leaves much desired. 
Its sentimentality almost inevitable, written 
the first person. Its poor syntax and clumsy use 
the language, while perfectly understandable com- 
ing from one whose native tongue German, are 
hardly excusable the printed page, since one assumes 
the publishers’ editors had the manuscript 
before went press. And there the unforgivable 
error picture the author the cover—a picture 
which can hardly flattering, and which becomes 
downright absurd when she tells how her husband, 
first meeting her, called her “gamin,” and recounts 
again and again the gallant remarks men about her 
attractiveness, say nothing her own assurance 
this department; the dust jacket has dealt her cruel 
blow. 


The Unforgotten would seem prove that the noble 
human being not necessarily the best autobiographer, 
nor even the best possible subject for biography. 


Anita Monsees, 
Ithaca, New York 


CLUE-WORKS 


John Coppinger, Elmhurst, 
Contributing Editor 


Revell, Louisa See Rome and Die 
Macmillan. Apr. 16,1957. 235p. $2.95. 

Miss Julia Tyler, retired Latin teacher from Rossville, 
Virginia, goes sight seeing Rome and runs into Jane 
Cutting, now Principessa Ricci, who introduces her 
one the upper circles higher Roman society. 
First day, little Miss Vining, secretary Contessa 
Amaldi, (who had been fabulously wealthy Kate 
Steele), dies poison, murder suspected, later suicide 
conjectured. But Harvey Meecham, dress business 
North Carolina, murdered hospital bed where 
was recovering from hit-and-run accident the 
Piazza Barberini; and Bishop Corbano who had attend- 
him after the accident also murdered. Miss Julia 
indefatigable touring, but manages keep inter- 
ested and informed about the goings-on among her 
new friends, several whom she suspects the kill- 
ings. Switch is: Miss Julia did not unravel the real 
solution. Competent Roman police-detective Scofini 
does it, without her help. Somewhat overwritten from 
travel-brochure and chi-chi angles. 


Boileau, Pierre and Thomas Narcejac 
The Living and the Dead 
Washburn. Apr. 17,1957. 192p. $2.75. 


The authors collaborated previously the story from 
which the spine-chiller French film, Diabolique, was 
made; and they have invented another goose-flesher 
which suggests that Madeline Gevigne living Paris 
1939, wealthy wife shipbuilder, the re-embodi- 


Revell Boileau Ballard Pocket Print and Reprint 


ment her great-grandmother, Pauline Lajerac, 


suicide the age twenty-five. has asked 
his old friend Flavieres observe his wife, protect 
her from any suicidal impulses. Flavieres saves 


SELLERs 


line from drowning herself the Seine and falls 
love with her; distracted her later suicide, when 


she leaps from old church tower. But further 
distracted when after the war finds “Madeline” now 
Renee Sourange living Marseilles after the war. 
good mystery, well-contrived and certainly off-beat, 


Ballard, The Coast Fear 
Doubleday (Crime Club). 189p. $2.95. 


Hermione (“Mio”) Heldon driving alone night 
along the rugged coastal road from 
eastward toward Perpignan when she almost runs down 
pedestrian and is, herself, almost dumped over the 
cliff car which has been following her. The 
pedestrian turns out American and, though 
this winter and the tourist season long past, the only 


other guests the hotel S‘Agaro are two other 


Americans and Englishman. Mio helps the 
man, Cobham, escape Barcelona, where 


fides the black market money. The Spanish 
police are pursuit Cobham; Arthur Jones 
suing Mio; the other two Americans seem con- 
nected with the million-dollar Astra robbery which 
four men were killed. The plot takes all the cast 
Monserrat and the solution. The background good 
because novel; the plot something too outlandishly 
complicated coincidences. 


POCKET PRINT AND REPRINT 


Bold Rider Luke Short, (Dell A-134, $0.25; I), 
reprint old but good tale about two enemies steal- 
ing fortune gold, then begin the double-cross and 
chasing Steve Frazee’s Desert Guns (Dell 
$0.25; I), also about gold, this time buried and sought 
five with murder their hearts More Than 
Flesh Louis Brennan (Dell, B-108, $0.25; IIb), the 
story unwed mother and how she and the narrow- 
minded people small town handled the situation; 
the author lets his story get away from Alder 
Gulch Ernest Haycox, (Dell 945, $0.25; I), takes 
get going, then tells fast story gold mine 
town trying set “law and Dee Brown’s 
Yellowhorse, (Ballantine 202, $0.35; I), tale Fort 
Yellowstone and how was saved from Indians 
balloon ascent. The characters all seem familiar but 
bit more real than elsewhere Clay Fisher’s The 
Mustang has youngest surviving son the Star- 
buck possession the $25,000 gold Sego Lockhart 
murdered Starbuck’s father and two brothers get and 
didn’t. The mustang saves young Starbuck, etc., (Pocket- 
book 1159, $0.25; Boomer Clay Randall, 
(Permabook M-3077, $0.25; IIa), sets Joe Grant against 
oil-field bully boss Farley some unnecessarily sadistic 
sequences beatings and cruelties Maverick’s 
turn Peter Field more slam-bam-bang-you’re-dead 
melodrama ranchers saloon brawls, all too too 


familiar, (Pocketbook 1161, $0.25; I). 
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Sleuthers: 

The Blonde Cried Murder Brett Halliday, (Dell 
946, $0.25; another booze and bosom case for 
the indestructible Mike Shayne. familiar now 
(Dell 944, $0.25; reprint 1947 opus too in- 
complicating contrived inter-relationships 
victims and suspects Unhappy Hooligan Stuart 
Palmer sets its murders circus scenery; gets much 
too sexy for the average (Permabook M-3070, $0.25; 
Ursula Curtiss Widow’s Web sets trap 
for gal who looks like double murderer, action smart 
and swift enough, (Pocketbook 1157, $0.25; 

The Girl the Frame, William Fuller, (Dell A-133, 
$0.25; tries Mickey Spillanish with some 
success that direction; otherwise not much... 
Hampton Stone’s The Man Who Had Too Much 
Lose, (Dell 943, $0.25; seems almest long its 
title; good plot but slow Philip MacDonald’s War- 
rant for (Dell D-194, $0.25; I), number the 
Dell “Great Mystery Library” re-reprints; better 
than many the more recent offerings. 


Costume pieces: 
The Fabulous Buccaneer Robert Carse, (Dell B-109, 
$0.25; IIb), novelizes the historical English freebooters 
with Alexander Selkirk headlined, but only part-time 
Crusoe Noel Gerson’s The Highwayman, (Perma- 
book M-4070, $0.35; about New England 
French and Indian wartime, (cf. B.S. Nov. 15, 1955) 
van Wyck Mason’s Silver Leopard knights-and- 
ladies First Crusade, (Permabook C-242, $0.35; IIb, 
B.S. Oct. 15, 1955) George Millar’s 
bowman’s Story, (Bantam F-1591, $0.50; IIa), jim- 
dandy fictional account the Spanish conquistadors 
down the Amazon for fare 
Frank Slaughter’s fictionalization evangelist 
St. Luke and early Christians pretty dismal failure, 
(Permabook M-4055, $0.35; IV, cf. B.S. Sept. 1951). 


Other fiction: 

Frederick Pohl has novelized the story screenplay 
Robert Aurthur, Edge the City, which feelingly 
combines racial and labor themes east-coast city 
waterfront, (Ballantine 199, $0.35; IIa) Two 
John O’Hara’s novels are reprinted, Rage Live, 
(Bantam F-1583, $0.50; IIb, cf. B.S. Aug. 15, 1949) 
The Farmer’s Hotel, (Bantam F-1584, $0.25; 
Agnes Sligh Turnbull’s The Golden Journey, 
(Pocketbook C-241, $0.35; I), was reviewed Best 
Sellers Dec. 1955 Clement Hall’s Cycle Fire, 
(Ballantine 200, $0.35; credible story at- 
tempt humans discover and understand the nature 
alien race living abnormal planet which 
demands metagenesis for survival under differing 
tic conditons. science-fiction, course...A 
higher the scale S-F Frank The 
Power, (Bantam A-1593, $0.35; IIb, B.S. May 
1956), which finds man succeeded unlocking 
the power his mind becoming enemy humanity 
and having destroyed before destroyed every- 
one else Best American Short Stories 1956 
edited Foley, (Ballantine F-204, $0.50; IIa), 


Pocket Print and Reprint 


published Houghton, Mifflin, simultaneously 
hard cover. Number stories from lesser-known and 
high-brow magazines indicates predilection editor; 
perhaps “best” should interpreted here “most 
different from ordinary.” 


Non-Fiction: 

The Penguin colophon continues win respect and 
gratitude for latest additions its growing American 
list. Two classics are reprinted this month: Beowulf 
new translation David Wright, (L-70, $0.65; I); 
introduction, notes, genealogical table and glossary rec- 
ommend this College literature classes Charles 
Perrault’s Fairy Tales, new translation Geoffrey 
Brereton, (L-69, $0.65; I), fills need; they have been 
long out-of-print such handy edition Dic- 
tionary Politics Florence Eliott and Michael Sum- 
merskill runs roughly from Absolutism Zionism and 
concerned more with world politics (large sense) than 
with politics career practice, (R-10, $0.95; I); like 
other Penguin dictionaries valuable aid for refer- 
ence Middle East Crisis Guy Wint and Peter 
Calcocoressi “Penguin Special” and though in- 
tended handy brusher-up present critical state 
affairs, decidedly British viewpoint, (S-167, 
$0.50; worth the investment for interested observer 
and student Lester Smith’s Education: 
Introductory Survey has valuable chapters definition 
education, theories influencing the process today, 
economic and social factors and government share 
education, well education and industry; best 
probably “The Teaching Profession.” But all are British 
flavored, course, (A-380, $0.85; 


Mentor Books reprint complete texts eight great 
tragedies, with essays Tragedy Aristotle, Hume, 
Emerson, Tillyard, Richards and Krutch, together with 
fine bibliography. The Tragic View Eight Great 
Tragedies, (MD-195, $0.50; IIa) Also some selec- 
tions translated from the original sanskrit The 
Upanishads, Hindu mystical writings translated 
Swami Prabhavananda and Frederick Manchester, 


(MD-194, $0.50; 
Add Zero, Okumiya and Horikoshi with Martin 


Caidin, the story the Japanese air-force war the 


Pacific, (Ballantine F-201, $0.50; 


For the larger pocket, you wish, are three 
entries from the Grosset Universal Library: Robert 
Graves’ Hercules, Shipmate, epic-novel about 
the Argonauts, the mythical Greek giants who recap- 
tured the Golden Fleece from Colchis, (UL-19, $1.25; 
IIa) The Uprooted Oscar historical 
study the great migrations that peopled the United 
States, (UL-23, $0.95; IIa), value the social his- 
John Adams and the American Revolution 
Catherine Drinker Bowen, superb biography 
one the founders this republic, (UL-24, $1.45; I). 


Feeling Pain reprint medico-surgical cartoons 
Bill O’Malley, (Permabook M-3078, $0.25; 
Double Entendre Newton Wilson Hoke far 
from witty, forced-gag collection half-smut and lame 


leer stuff; shoddy indeed, (Pocketbook 1160, $0.25; 


ked 

tect 

hen 

ight 

rth- 

the 

The 

ugh 

ood 

shly 

eal- 

and 

135, 

ight 

han 

ion; 

Fort 

but 

The 

and 

istic 

lead 


Subscription Order Form Best 


SUBSCRIPTION ORDER FORM* 
You may send BEST SELLERS for ONE YEAR, $4.00; TWO YEARS, $7.00. 


(date desired) 


State 
Send GIFT Subscriptions follows the address(es) listed below: 


Include card announcing gift; begin Subscription 
(date) 
Enclose find check; Bill above address the following special Gift Rates: 
YOUR subscription plus ONE Gift, $7.00; plus TWO Gifts, $10.00; each additional, $3.00.* 


GIFT Subscriptions only, (WITHOUT YOUR SUBSCRIPTION): ONE, $4.00; TWO, $7.50; 
each additional Gift, $3.00.* 


State 


WELL: New subscriptions ONLY can entered this form. Renewals cannot accepted save the 
regular manner. For Canada and foreign countries, add $.50 for each subscription. 


BEST SELLERS Entered Second-Class Matter 
University Scranton Scranton, Penna. 


SCRANTON PENNSYLVANIA 
Return Postage Guaranteed 


ST. UNIVERSITY 
COLLEGEVILLE, MINN. 


Not 
bolt 
Was Sho 
books, 


tal 


Cur 
Disr 
Ehle 
Eyst 
Fair, 
Fole 
Free 
Free 
LaF: 
Lear 
Mac 
Mal: 
Myr 
Pack 
Paul 
Pear 
Saro 
Schr 
Shar 
Shav 
Subs: 
right 
class 
1957, 
Bishop, 
Harper. 


